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SECOND  PERSONAL  COMING  OF  JESUS,  THE  CHRIST. 


BY 

Henry   D.   Moore. 


'^  Whom  the  heavens  must  receive  until  the  times  of  restitution 
of  all  things  J  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  Mis  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began." — Acts  iii:  21. 


The  Sawed  Scriptures,  in  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments, 
present  to  us,  in  the  divine  and  assured  language  of  prophecy  and 
of  promise,  and  with  very  frequent  utterance,  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Second  Personal  Coming  of  Jesus,  the  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Saviour.  And  in  advance  of  any  argument  I  may  be  able  to 
present  to  the  reader  concerning  this  most  glorious  doctrine,  I 
may  say,  that  if  the  truth  of  any  Christian  doctrine  is  to  be 
measured  by  the  frequency  and  force  of  scriptural  reference  and 
statement,  and  is  to  be  determined  by  an  ordinary  and  natural 
interpretation  of  language  unusually  free  from  ambiguity,  and  sin- 
gularly clear  and  transparent,  even  in  comparison  with  other 
plain  Scriptures  upon  other  subjects,  then  no  doctrine  is  more  en- 
titled to  be  regarded  as  true,  and  scriptural  and  Christian,  than 
that  of  the  Second  Personal  Coming,  in  real  and  glorious  mani- 
festation of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

This  doctrine  or  theme  is  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages.  Nothing  is  claimed  for  the  discussion,  save  an 
earnest  purpose  to  have  and  impart  the  truth.  The  command : 
"Search  the  Scriptures,"  was  never  more  impressive  than  now. 
Is  the  church  holding  fast  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  ? 
Are  Christians  earnestly  and  prayerfully  searching  the  Scriptures? 


Second  Personal  Coming  of  Jesus,  the  Christ. 


An  Argument  for,  the  Identification  and  Literal  Fulfill- 
ment OF  THE  Prophecies  concerning  the  Second  Personal 
Coming  of  Jesus,  the  Christ;  drawn  from  the  Identifica- 
tion AND  Literal  Fulfillment  of  the  Prophecies  concern- 
ing His  First  Coming. 

The  canon  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  is,  of  course,  com- 
plete and  closed  up,  anterior  to  the  New.  The  Old  Testament,  in 
its  histories  and  ceremonial  ordinances,  in  its  types  and  shadows, 
in  its  institutional  economies,  in  its  heroical  typical  personages 
and  grander  typical  events,  in  its  visions  and  in  its  prophecies,  in 
its  thread  and  stream  of  marvelous  providences,  all  instinct  with 
miracle,  and  haloed  with  glory, — in  all  these  respects  the  Old 
Testament  is  in  anticipation  of  the  New.  The  New  Testament  is 
the  opening  of  the  bud  into  flower;  the  development  of  the 
blossom  into  the  rounding,  ripening  fruit ;  the  realization  of  prom- 
ise in  rich  and  grand  fruitions,  and  of  prophecy  in  'djvine  and 
glorious  fulfillment.  The  sublimest  and  most  frequent  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Testament  overreach  the  date  of  the  completion  of 
the  Old  Testament,  to  find  either  their  fulfillment  in  the  events 
recorded  in  the  New  Testament,  or  their  reiteration  in  tones  of 
more  urgent  prophecy,  or  of  dearer  and  sweeter  promise,  to  be 
fulfilled  to  the  faith  and  hope  and  expectancy  of  Christians  in  the 
progress  of  the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel,  or  in  the  final  and  glo- 
rious- revelation  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  New  Testament  is 
the  reproduction  of  the  Old,  in  the  meanings,  the  substance,  the 
realities  of  the  Old.  Many  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment are  fulfilled  in  the  records  of  the  New,  according  to  the 
language  which  we  find  so  frequently  in  the  New,  "  That  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophets."  And  where  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  reach  beyond  the  date  of  the 
canon  of  the  New  Testament,  and  seek  their  fulfillment  in  the  ap- 
pointed and  glorious  times  and  seasons  and  events  of  the  Christian 
Dispensation,  then  these  Prophecies,  thus  unfulfilled  in  the  his- 
toric records  of  the  New  Testament,  are  repeated  in  the  New  with 
increased  intensity  of  inspirational  fervor,  and  with  fresh  and 
rich  clustering  of  heavenly  testimonies;  and  they  are  brought  to 
the  hearts,  and  confirmed  to  the  faith  of  Christians  by  a  clearer, 
simpler,  and  more  familiar  and  forcible  announcement;  by  an  an- 
nouncement unburdened  and  undimmed  by  types  and  shadows, 
and  unencompassed  by  the  pomp  of  national  and  ceremonial  cir- 
cumstance, which  necessarily  accompany  and  throng  the  truth- 
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chariot  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures.  They  are  reiterated  in  sweet 
and  tender  clearness  of  language,  and  in  tones  of  divine  and  mu- 
sical illumination  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  himself,  and  from  the  lips 
and  pens  of  those  who  h^ard  him,  and  were  filled  and  fired  by 
his  Spirit. 

The  ISTew  Testament  Scriptures  contain  no  absolutely  new 
prophecies  or  promises.  It  is  the  old  gospel,  which  always  from 
the  very  beginning  of  prophecy  means  Christ  and  his  kingdom 
among  men.  The  New  Testament,  in  its  relations  to  the  Old,  is 
the  child  on  the  bosom  of  its  mother.  It  is  the  growth  and  per- 
petuation of  the  Old  out  in  clearer  skies,  and  amid  the  ripening 
processes  which  thrill  with  the  significancy  of  the  approximate 
and  glorious  consummation  of  all  things  which  were  spoken  by 
the  mouths  of  all  the  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began.  There 
may  be  many  intervening  days  and  seasons  and  phenomena  be- 
tween the  planting  of  the  little  seed  in  the  soil  and  the  ripe  and 
flushed  fruit  on  the  full  grown  tree ;  but  who  shall  isolate  them, 
separating  the  fruit  on  the  tree  from  the  seed  in  the  soil?  So,  I 
say,  there  are  no  absolutely  new  prophecies  or  promises  recorded 
in  the  New  Testament.  The  root  and  seed  of  the  New  Testament 
prophecies  are  down  in  the  grand,  rich,  fruitful  soil  of  the  Old 
Testament,  where  they  were  planted  with  divine  skill,  and  guarded 
by  angel  husbandry. 

Especially  is  this  true  with  regard  to  the  prophecies  and  prom- 
ises concerning  the  First  and  Second  Comings  of  Jesus  Christ. 
With  respect  to  these  grand  themes  of  Christian  contemplation, 
the  New  Testament  is  the  record  of  the  fulfillment,  or  of  the  re- 
iteration of  the  prophecies  of  the  old.  It  is  a  mistake  to  say  that 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  concerning  Jesus,  the  Christ, 
refer  to  his  First  Personal  Coming,  to  be  a  sin-off'ering,  and  that 
the  prophecies  of  the  New  refer  to  his  Second  Coming,  whatever 
that  may  mean,  to  be — who  can  tell?  This  is  a  fatal  mistake. 
All  the  prophecies  concerning  Jesus — His  First  and  Second  Com- 
ings, with  all  that  pertains  to  these  grand  events — are  down  in  the 
Old  Testament.  And  with  what  wonderful  exactness  do  the  his- 
tories of  the  New  Testament  fulfill  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
which  refer  to  the  First  Personal  Coming  of  Christ  as  a  sin-offer- 
ing. Those  Old  Testament  prophecies  of  the  Christ,  which  are 
fulfilled  in  the  histories  of  the  New,  stand  before  our  eyes  with 
the  majestic  form  and  life  of  sensible  realization.  The  profound- 
est  mysteries  of  inspirational  truth  uttered  in  tones  of  prophecy, 
which,  if  they  did  not  baffle,  surpassed  the  comprehensive  grasp 
of  the  faith  of  the  old  saints  who  sang  those  mysteries  in  pro- 
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phetic  strains,  have  developed  into  fact  and  substance  and  reality, 
and  the  dreams  and  visions  of  ancient  and  inspired  seers  have 
crystallized  into  history  before  our  very  eyes.  We  look  at  them; 
we  handle  them;  we  commune  with  them.  If  the  old  prophecy 
foretold  the  new  history,  that  history  now,  when  we  commune 
with  it,  speaks  to  us  of  the  prophecy.  The  links  are  strong. 
The  chain  is  unbroken.  The  connection  is  for  ever  and  ever.  Age 
responds  to  age;  history  answers  to  prophecy;  and  they  who 
gather  and  eat  the  fruit,  and  they  who  planted  with  tears,  rejoice 
together. 

And  so,  when  the  New  Testament  re-announces  the  unfulfilled 
prophecies  of  the  Old  concerning  Jesus,  the  Christ,  we  turn  to 
them  with  the  eagerness  of  a  clasping,  embracing,  triumphant 
faith,  and  rejoice  in  the  assured  prospect  and  pledged  fulfillment 
of  all  that  has  been  spoken  concerning  the  Saviour  by  the  mouths 
of  all  the  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began.  And  from  the 
summit  to  which  these  reiterated  prophecies  lift  our  believing 
-and  loving  hearts,  we  are  still  "looking  unto  Jesus;"  and  with 
fresh  inspirations  of  hope  and  expectancy,  we  are  longing  for  the 
day  of  Grod,  for  the  coming  of  his  kingdom,  and  for  the  redemp- 
tion and  exaltation  of  his  saints. 

The  Old  Testament  prophecies  concerning  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ  are  of  two-fold  character  and  reference  and  meaning. 
They  have  reference  to  both  the  First  and  Second  Personal  Comings. 
Yery  frequently  these  references  are  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other,  and  are  announced  in  separate  strains,  and  at  differ- 
ent times — as  the  picturing  of  distinct  visions,  as  the  utterance 
of  separate  inspirations.  Quite  frequently,  however,  they  are 
both  announced  in  the  same  strain,  as  flowing  from  the  same  mo- 
ment of  raptui-e  and  in  the  same  tide  of  inspiration,  and  as  belong- 
ing to  and  completing  the  same  vision.  Sometimes  the  strain 
of  the  prophet's  harp  is  subdued  and  sympathetic,  and  tear- 
bedewed  and  sorrow-shrouded,  as  he  sings  of  the  Saviour's  first 
coming — of  his  humiliation,  his  earthly  life,  his  sufferings,  his 
loneliness  and  weariness,  his  persecutions,  his  cross  and  death. 
The  prophet,  as  he  proceeds  with  his  strain,  becomes  burdened 
with  the  sadness  and  woe  of  his  vision,  and  he  sobs  forth  his 
prophecy  as  one  would  speak  of  a  heart-breaking  sorrow.  And 
then,  at  another  time,  the  same  prophet  will  seize  his  harp  as 
with  the  impulse  of  a  glad  and  over-mastering  rapture,  and  strike 
the  key-note  of  a  triumphant  strain,  as  the  vision  of  the  Saviour's 
exaltation  in  power  and  glory,  and  of  the  grandeur  of  his  coming, 
and  of  the  greatness  of  his  kingdom,  bursts  upon  his  inspired 
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gaze.  The  fifty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah  is  the  tearful,  sad,  and 
dejected  music  of  wailing,  the  very  monotone  of  grief,  as  the 
prophet  views  the  passing  vision  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  bending 
under  the  burden  of  human  guilt  and  human  woe,  and  walking 
in  the  paths  of  suffering,  humiliation,  and  shame;  oppressed, 
afflicted,  and  uncomplaining;  dumb  as  a  lamb  going  to  the  slaugh- 
ter, unknown  and  alone.  As  the  prophet  pours  forth  his  sad 
plaint  to  the  world,  the  very  hearts  of  the  children  of  mirth  are 
smitten  with  grief,  and  the  eyes  which  drink  in  the  very  light  of 
joy  are  suffused  with  tears.  And  then,  in  the  sixtieth  chapter  of 
his  Prophecy,  the  splendor  of  the  exalted  Saviour  and  King,  and 
of  his  glorious  kingdom,  are  passing  before  his  enraptured  vision, 
and  he  breaks  forth  in  ecstatic  song,  and  chants  a  triumphant 
strain  of  praise  and  applause.  As  he  sings,  the  vision  passes  on 
with  increasing  beauty  and  brightness,  each  scene  in  the  vision, 
as  it  moves  before  him,  anticipating  an  intenser  glory  hastening 
on.  As  when  the  astronomer,  gazing  through  his  heaven-directed 
glass,  and  sweeping  with  his  vision  the  azure  field  in  the  direc- 
tion of  an  unknown,  but  anticipated  luminary,  felt  in  his  whole 
frame  and  deep  soul  the  approach  of  the  new  star  before  it  rushed 
across  the  field  of  vision,  so  in  the  prophet's  vision  of  the  glorious 
future,  scene  crowded  upon  scene,  and  glory  anticipated  glory, 
until  a  shining  herald  flew  across  his  gaze,  and  shouted,  "  Behold, 
the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  say  ye  to 
the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  salvation  cometh  ;  behold,  his 
reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before  him."  And  following 
the  shining  herald,  comes  the  almighty  and  all-conquering  Sa- 
viour himself,  thronged  with  cherubim  and  seraphim,  and  accom- 
panied with  ten  thousand  of  his  saints.  The  prophet  looks,  and 
is  enraptured  and  exalted.  He  listens,  and  his  soul  is  filled  with 
the  music  of  question  and  response,  which,  in  alternating  chorus, 
hymns  the  heavenly  region  with  resounding  echoes:  "Who  is 
this  that  cometh  from  Edora,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ? 
this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  traveling  in  the  greatness  of 
his  strength?  " 

"I  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save." 
"Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments 
like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine-fat?" 

"I  have  trodden  the  wine-press  alone;  and  of  the  people  there 
were  none  with  me:  for  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and 
trample  them  in  my  fury  ;  and  their  blood  shall  be  sprinkled 
upon  my  garments,  and  I  will  stain  all  my  raiment.     For  the  day 
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of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is 
come." 

In  the  fifty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  the  prophetic  reference  is 
to  the  First  Coming  of  Christ;  in  the  sixtieth  chapter  it  is  to  the 
Second  Coming. 

In  the  ninth  chapter  of  Isaiah  we  have  a  single  strain  of 
prophecy  which  concerns  both  the  First  and  Second  Comings  of 
Christ: 

"For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given  ;  and  the 
government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder;  and  his  name  shall  be 
called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  Mighty  God,  The  Everlasting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  his  government 
and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and 
upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judgment 
and  with  justice  from  henceforth  even  for  ever." 

The  twenty-second  Psalm  is  a  prophetic  dirge  of  the  Saviour's 
humiliation  and  suffering,  in  which  the  very  words  which  were 
wrung  from  the  lips  of  the  suffering  Son  of  God  on  the  cross,  are 
toned  with  lamentation  from  the  lips  and  harp  of  David  ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  seventy-second  Psalm,  the  ninety-sixth, 
ninety-seventh,  and  ninety-eighth  Psalms  are  jubilant  prophecies 
of  His  second  coming,  and  of  the  glorious  majesty  of  His  Throne 
and  Kingdom. 

Let  me  here  repeat  the  statement  already  made:  that  in  the 
Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament  we  have  the  record  of  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  Old  Testament  prophecies  concerning  the  first  per- 
sonal coming  of  the  Saviour — Jesus,  the  Christ — and  also  the  re- 
production, in  clear,  simple,  and  forcible  statement  of  the  prophe- 
cies referring  to  the  second  personal  coming  of  the  same  peerless 
Being.  We  read  the  marvelous  history  of  the  first  advent;  that 
history  of  histories,  the  inspired  record  of  which  a  child  may  read 
in  an  hour,  and  understand,  every  word  of  it,  in  its  statements  and 
literal  interpretation  !  It  is  the  history  of  a  child  whose  mother's 
sufferings,  when  she  brought  Him  forth  into  the  world,  were 
soothed  by  no  voices  of  human  sympathy  and  love,  and  whose 
moans  were  answered  onl}^  by  the  responsive  sympathy  of  the 
stabled  kine;  and  who,  himself,  ever  after,  had  not  where  to  lay 
his  head.  It  is  the  history  of  one  who  first  opened  his  eyes  in  an 
inn-stable,  and  last  closed  them  on  a  cross;  whose  first  untroubled 
sleep  was  in  a  borrowed  manger,  and  whose  last  slumber  was  in  a 
borrowed  grave.  Between  that  stable-manger,  and  that  garden- 
tomb,  what  a  life  was  compressed,  whose  daily  experiences  and 
work  have  passed  into  recorded  history.     We  read  this  historj^to- 
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day;  aud  as  we  read  it,  our  souls  are  swept  with  storms  of  sympa- 
thetic sorrow,  because  of  the  oneness  of  the  life  which  it  portrays 
with  our  humanity.  Again  we  read  it  with  the  mind,  with  the 
spirit,  and  we  note  its  marvelous  miracle  of  life;  we  hesitate  and 
falter  between  doubt  and  faith.  The  mind,  palsied  and  trembling 
in  its  weakness  before  a  simple  record,  would  sink  away  into 
nothingness,  were  it  not  for  the  heart  underneath  moving  in  tides 
and  waves  of  sympathy,  infusing  life  and  strength  into  the  thought, 
the  reason,  the  understanding,  and  interpreting  the  simple  record 
to  our  faith,  and  telling  us  why  we  should  believe  it,  and  showing 
us  how  to  believe  it. 

Thus  wo  read  this  history,  and  marvel  at  it,  and  weep  over  it. 
But  how  little  do  we  reflect  upon  the  fact,  as  we  read  and  are 
stirred  by  the  record,  that  this  entire  history  in  its  details,  as  in 
its  substance,  in  its  incidents  as  well  as  in  the  body  of  the  life  it 
portraj^s,  is  the  absolute  fulfillment  of  distinct  and  specific  proph- 
ecy. What  little  positive  force,  if  any,  do  we  attach  to  those 
words  which  so  frequently  introduce,  or  close  up  an  incident  in 
the  early  life  of  the  Saviour:  "  For  so  it  is  written  in  the  prophets," 
"  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophets  ;" 
words  which  we  too  often  pass  over  as  merely  lengthening  the 
verbal  record,  without  adding  to  the  value  of  the  history;  but 
words,  which,  like  mysterious  keys,  unlock  the  profound  meanings 
of  this  marvelous  history,  and  disclose  the  secret  power  of  this 
matchless  miracle  of  life.  And  I  here  repeat  and  emphasize  the 
fact, — though  it  be  a  common  one,  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  our 
ideas  of  Scripture,  as  a  moat  floats  unobserved  on  the  still  air :  a 
common  fact  held  by  our  minds,  j^et  too  often  held  as  a  child  might 
hold  and  play  with  diamonds  and  rare  jewels,  not  knowing  their 
value;  though  it  be  such  a  common  fact,  yet  I  here  repeat  it,  and  call 
your  attention  to  it  as  one  which  has  within  it  incalculable  influ- 
ences of  wealth  and  power  to  stimulate  the  soul  to  grasp  the  meanings 
of  the  historj^  of  the  Saviour's  first  advent,  and  to  give  an  eagle's 
eye  and  an  eagle's  pinions  to  the  faith  of  the  Christian,  as  it  soars  to 
the  very  sun  of  truth,  whose  light  will  flash  upon  its  track,  while 
all  is  dark  below,  and  unfold  to  its  gaze  the  truth  and  the  glory 
of  the  still  unfulfilled  prophecies,  and  invite  him  to  rest  his  heroic, 
but  oft  wearied  soul  in  the  repose  of  anticipated  a'nd  assured  and 
complete  fruition, — and  that  fact  is,  that  all  the  incidents  in  the  life 
of  the  Saviour  on  earth  were  in  fulfillment  of  direct  and  specific 
prediction,  uttered  in  the  ages  before  by  the  mouths  of  the  chosen 
and  holy  prophets. 

The  star  of  the  nativity;  the  place  of  the  nativity;  the  presence 
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and  song  of  the  angels;  the  virgin  mother;   the  presentation  of 
gifts,  all  were  foretold.     The  slaughter  of  the  children  by  Herod, 
and  the  wailing  of  the  mothers,  the  flight  into  Egypt,  and  then 
to  Galilee,  to  the  city  of  Nazareth,  were  foretold  by  the  prophets. 
John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  the  Saviour ;  the  descent  of  the 
spirit-dove  upon  the  Saviour  at  his  baptism,  and  the  voice  from 
heaven,  were  foretold.     His  temptation  ;  his  ministry  and  labors  ; 
the  kind  of  labor ;  the  works  of  benevolence  and  mercy  and  love, 
were  foretold.    His  persecutions  ;  his  riding  into  Jerusalem  upon  an 
ass  ;  the  hosanna-shouting  children  ;  his  entrance  into  the  temple 
and  overthrowing   the  tables  of  the   money   changers,   were  all 
foretold.     His  betrayal,  and   the  price  paid  for  it;  his  trial  and 
mockery;   his  smitings  and   scourgings ;  his  flesh  lacerated  and 
bleeding,  were  foretold.     His  crucifixion  between  two  thieves;  the 
piercing  of  his  side;  the  giving  him  vinegar  and  gall  to  drink; 
the  exclamations  of  the  rabble;  the  Saviour's  despairing  exclama- 
tion, as  the  river  of  death  swept  past  him,  were  all  foretold.     His 
legs  were  not  broken ;  they  east  lots  for  his  vesture,  and  parted 
his  raiment  among  them,  and  laid  him  in  Joseph's  tomb — these 
things  were  foretold.     His  resurrection  and  ascension  into  heaven 
were  foretold.     All,  all  was  foretold.     The  music  of  prophecy, 
plaintive  or  jubilant,  though  sounded  forth  from  trumpet  or  harp, 
on  the  mountains  or  in  the  plains,  from  the  homeless  and  mendi- 
cant dreamer,  or  from  the  princely  and  crowned  seer,  the  music 
of  prophecy  lingered   awhile,  as  earthly  music  may  linger  and 
then  seem  to  die  away;  but  these  prohetic  strains,  though  seem- 
ingly lost  on   the  air,  grew  into  form  and  substance,  and  reap- 
peared in  the  wondrous  miracle  of  the  Eedeemer's  earthly  life. 
Jesus  received  into  himself  all  the  old  prohetic  strains,  and  those 
strains  all  lived  again  in  thrilling  song,  in  the  cry  of  Bethlehem's 
manger,  in  the  triumph  of  the  cross,  in  the  glory  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  in  the  hosanna  shout  and  angel  throng  of  the  ineffable 
ascension. 

What  if  multitudes  of  the  generations  of  the  people  to  whom 
those  prophecies  of  the  first  advent  of  the  Saviour  were  given, 
believed  them  not  as  we  now  believe  them,  saw  them  not  as  we 
now  see  them,  and  failed  to  see  their  literal  fulfillment  in  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  as  we  now  see  their  fulfillment  in  him,  and  in  so  doing 
ignored  their  own  Scriptures — what  of  all  this?  It  argues  not  a 
shadow  of  reason  against  the  directness,  the  clearness,  the  explicit- 
ness,  the  literalness  of  those  prophecies.  There  was  a  national 
rejection  of  Jesus  as  the  promised  and  prophesied  Messiah ;  but, 
notwithstanding   this,  there  were   still  those  among  the  Jews — 
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humble,  faithful  men  and  women — who  accepted  and  believed  the 
prophecies  of  the  first  advent,  and  waited  for  their  fulfillment. 
They  were  spiritually  and  deeply  insighted  as  to  the  meaning  of 
those  prophecies.  They  expected  the  child  to  be  born ;  they 
looked  for  the  son  to  be  given.  As  the  time  drew  near,  their  wait- 
ing was  turned  to  watching,  and  their  faith  grew  into  expectation, 
and  their  hope  shone  with  refulgent  beams,  as  the  harbinger  of 
the  coming  reality.  Unto  one  of  these  it  was  revealed  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  he  should  not  see  death  until  he  had  seen  the 
Lord's  Christ.  And  when  the  infant  Jesus  was  brought  by  his 
parents  into  the  temple,  Simeon  took  the  little  child  born,  and  the 
son  given,  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  God,  and  said,  "Lord,  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word  ; 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."  It  seems,  sometimes, 
almost  impossible  that  there  should  have  been  such  an  actual  and 
sensible  realization  of  prophecy  as  this;  and  a  prophecy,  too,  of 
four  thousand  years  standing.  Four  thousand  years!  What  a 
lapse  of  time  between  the  promise  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  its 
fulfillment  in  the  person  of  the  infant  Jesus  in  the  arms  of  old 
Simeon  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  !  Four  thousand  years !  in 
the  beginning  of  which  the  promise  nestled  in  the  bosom  of  a 
sinner,  and  at  the  end  of  which  the  infant  Jesus  smiled  in  the 
arms  of  a  saint. 

Four  thousand  long,  long  years  rolled  over  the  world,  and  saw 
generation  after  generation  pass  away,  before  the  infant  Eedeemer 
in  Bethelehem  realized  and  fulfilled  the  promise  oF  Eden.  Well 
might  the  scoff'ers  of  the  generations  cry  out  against  Ihe  faith  of 
elect  men,  and  say,  "Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming?"  as 
they  have  done  in  these  Christian  ages,  and  will  do,  with  intenser 
mocking,  as  the  day  of  Christ  comes  on  nearer  and  nearer.  Four 
thousand  years  !  But  the  year  rolled  in  at  last;  the  day  dawned  ; 
the  hour  hastened ;  the  moment  broke  upon  the  world  with  its 
treasui^es  of  blessing.  Adam  lived  in  hope,  and  died  in  faith ; 
but  Simeon  took  the  Child  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  God.  Eve 
wept,  and  waited  and  wondered;  but  Mary  stood  beside  the  cross. 
Four  thousand  years!  But  they  were  years  of  faith ;  they  were 
generations  whose  very  life  was  the  hope  of  the  promised  Saviour. 
They  were  years  of  faithful  men  ;  of  men  and  women  whose  faith 
in  the  promise  of  a  Eedeemer — though  its  fulfillment  was  long 
delayed — made  them  strong,  heroic,  and  unwavering.  For  four 
thousand  years  was  the  promise  passed  along,  and  preserved  and 
believed.  Valiant  men  they  were !  Heroic  women  were  they ! 
They  were  giants  in  those  days  of  weary  waiting  and  of  martyr 
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warfare.  Call  the  roll — the  roll  of  honor  and  of  renown  !  Ages 
have  passed  away,  and  generations  have  been  burifed,  and  nations 
have  faded  out  from  among  men,  and  thrones  have  crumbled,  and 
kings  have  perished  from  the  earth,  and  their  memories  ai*e  lost 
in  their  dust;  but  call  the  roll  of  the  faithful  during  four  thousand 
years!  They  will  answer,  for  ihej  still  live.  Their  Grod  is  not 
the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living.  Call  their  names:  "By 
faith" — Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Sara,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Joseph, 
Moses,  Joshua,  Eahab,  David,  Samuel,  the  prophets,  and  a  long 
line  of  grand  names,  whose  faith  in  the  promise  made  them  strong 
to  subdue  kingdoms,  and  by  which  they  wrought  righteousness, 
obtained  promises,  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  vio- 
lence of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,  waxed  valiant  in 
fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.  They  not 
only  resisted  and  assailed,  but  they  endured.  They  were  stoned, 
they  were  sawn  asunder,  they  were  slain  with  the  sword;  they 
were  destitute,  afilicted,  tormented ;  they  wandered  in  deserts 
and  in  mountains,  and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth — meri'  and 
women  who  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  and  of  whom 
the  world  was  not  worthy. 

It  was  a  grand  faith,  and  it  lived  through  long  years ;  but  it 
was  answered  at  last,  in  the  literal  interpretation  of  the  prophecy 
upon  which  it  was  founded,  in  the  personal  advent  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

What  then  ?  After  the  first  advent— what?  We  answer  :  The 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Second  Personal  Coming  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  "  Christ  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  sins  of 
many;  and  unto  them  that  look  for  him  shall  he  appear  the  sec- 
ond time  without  sin,  unto  salvation."  And  just  as  real  and 
sensible  shall  be  the  fulfillment  of  the  rich  prophecies  of  the  Sec- 
ond Personal  Coming  of  Christ,  as  was  the  fulfillment  of  the 
prophecies  concerning  the  first  coming.  This  is  our  faith,  and 
herein  we  rest  in  hope.  The  King  shall  come,  and  on  his  head, 
once  pierced  with  the  thorns,  shall  be  many,  many  crowns ;  and 
ever}'-  eye  shall  see  him,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see 
the  salvation  of  our  God. 

And  now  a  questi'ou  is  asked  by  not  a  few  Christians — What  is 
the  meaning  and  force  of  the  discussion  of  this  subject?  What 
relation  does  the  preaching  of  this  theme  bear  to  the  present  life? 
How  does  it  affect  or, concern  the  every-day  life  of  the  Christian? 

In  closing  this  address,  let  me  say  a  brief  word  in  answer  to 
this  question.     The  Second  Personal  Coming  of  the  Son  of  Man 
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was  a  theme  that  hung  sweetly,  thrillingly,  and  often  upon  the 
lips  of  Jesus  and  his  apostles;  and  it  was  all  alive  with  inspira- 
tions of  faith  and  courage,  and  hope  and  constancy,  to  the  disci- 
ples and  early  Church.  The  Church  has  never  lost  sight  of  it, 
albeit  its  eye  may  often  have  grown  dim,  and  may  even  now  be 
cold  in  its  gaze.  It  was  the  glorious  vision  of  Christian  heroes 
and  martyrs,  and  it  has  been  the  spiritual  life-blood  of  the  saints 
in  all  ages.  From  the  gloomy  heights  of  Calvary,  the  glory- 
crowned  hills  of  Zion  have  been  viewed  by  innumerable  com- 
panies of  the  saints.  From  the  ignominy  of  the  cross,  the  radi- 
ant and  ineffable  splendor  of  the  Throne  has  been  prospected  by 
the  eye  of  serene,  patient,  and  triumphant  faith.  Through  the 
suffering,  bleeding,  dying  Sou  of  God,  the  souls  of  Christian  dis- 
ciples have  glimpsed  the  glory  of  the  coming  King,  and  have 
shouted  for  joy  in  view  of  his  personal  revelation  from  heaven  in 
all  the  majesty  of  his  kingdom.  Saints  in  all  ages  have  waited 
for  him.  All  the  children  of  the  King  are  waiting  for  him. 
What  then?  The  lesson  is  faithfulness.  What  manner  of  persons 
ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness,  looking  for 
and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God?  What  manner 
of  persons  ought  ye  to  be?  Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  that  ye 
look  for  such  things,  be  diligent,  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in 
peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless.  For  ye  are  not  in  darkness, 
that  that  day  should  overtake  you  as  a  thief  Ye  are  the  children 
of  the  light,  and  the  children  of  the  day.  Therefore  let  us  not 
sleep,  as  do  others,  but  let  us  watch  and  be  sober  ;  and  let  us  ab- 
stain from  all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very  God  of  peace 
sanctify  you  wholly.  And  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit  and  soul 
and  body  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  says,  "Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward 
is  with  me." 

Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus.     Amen. 
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Applications  received  and  Policies  written  at  fair  rates  in  this  reliable 
Company.  Agencies  in  all  the  principal  towns  and  cities  throughout  the 
United  States. 
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Cut  Bias  or  Straight 
No,  154  West  Fifth  Street,  between  Race  &  Elm. 


Particular  attention  paid  to  orders. 
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58  FOURTH  STREET^ 
North.  Side. 


I    HAVE    JUST    RECEIVED    AN    ENTIRELY 


NEW   ASSORTMENT    OF 


Comprising  all  the  celebrated  and  justly  popular  makers,  which  I 
offer  at  a  material  reduction  on  the  prices  ordinarily  asked  by 
dealers.  It  is,  beyond  comparison,  the  finest  stock  of  Watches 
ever  displayed  in  Cincinnati. 

I  have  also  made  large  additions  to  my  already  extensive 
assortment  of  GOLD  AND  SILYEE  WATCHES  FOE  GENTLE- 
MEI^T,  DIAMONDS,  JEWELEY,  SILYEE WAEE,  and  EICH 
FANCY  GOODS,  embracing  all  the  latest  and  most  fashionable 
designs,  to  which  I  invite  inspection. 


No.  58  WEST  FOURTH  STREET. 


UTUftL  LIFE 


Insurance    Company. 


INTEREST  RECEIPTS  MORE  THAN  PAID  DEATH  LOSSES  IN  18?!. 


The  sum  of  $650,208  68  was  received  for  interest  by 
this  Company  during  the  year  1871.  This  amount,  after 
paying  all  the  losses  by  death,  left  the  large  balance  of 
$44,187  74. 

A  low  rate  of  mortality  and  a  high  rate  of  interest 
have  combined  to  bring  about  the  desirable  result  here 
mentioned. 

To  these  facts  add  the  advantage  gained  from  the  low 
rate  of  expense  of  the  Company,  which  strengthens  its 
claims  upon  insurers. 

Agents  of  ability,  who  appreciate  the  advantage  of 
having  a  strong  and  popular  company  to  represent,  are 
invited  to  correspond  with  the  Company  regarding  terms 
and  territory. 


JLSSIETS,     1872, 

$11,000,000  0  0 


HOME  OFFICE,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


J.  H.  VAN    DYKE,  Prest. 
HEBER   SMITH,  Vice  Prest. 


AUG.   GAYLORD,  Sec'y. 
E.  McCLINTOCK,  Act'y. 


Whio    r  emale    v^ollege, 

COLLEGE  HILL,  HAIHllLTON  COUNTY,  0. 


ISTo.  1,  Music  Hall ;  No.  2,  Main  Building,  erected  1868 ; 
'No.  3,  Kitchen  and  Bakery ;  Ho.  4,  Laundry,  Engine-house, 
and  Gas-house ;  ISTo.  5,  Music  Hall ;  IsTos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  Dormi- 
tories, or  Professors'  Residences. 

The  Entire  Premises  are  Lighted  with  Gas  and 
Heated  by  Steam. 

comprise  over  seventeen  acres  of  land,  beautifully  diversified 
in  surface,  and  afibrding  ample  space  for  promenades  and 
gymnastic  sports,  as  well  as  for  flowers  and  vegetable  gardens. 
A  lake,  fed  from  natural  springs  and  covering  two  acres,  is  a 
prominent  ornament  of  the  grounds. 

This  well-known  Institution  will  commence  its  Twenty- 
third  Year  of  Study  on  Wednesday,  September  11,  1872. 
The  highest  educational  advantages  enjoyed,  under  a  full 
corps  of  experienced  and  approved  Teachers.  Extensive 
Ornamental  Grounds.  Beautiful  Buildings,  with  modern 
improvements.  Elevated  situation,  overlooking  the  suburbs 
of  Cincinnati.  Prices  low  beyond  example.  Special  terms 
offered  to  those  desiring  to  pursue  ornamental  branches 
exclusively.  Our  Culinary  department  is  supplied  from  the 
large  gardens  belonging  to  the  College,  and  our  boarding  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  most  excellent  of  homes.  For  further 
information,  or  for  catalogues,  apply  to  the  President,  or  to 

J.  C.  C.  HOLENSHADE,  Proprietor. 


S.    Fi^RES 


THE  €E£,]B1IRAT£D 


FOR  COAL,  COKE,  OR  WOOD. 

ALSO, 

P.  P.  Stewart's   Parlor  Base  Burner. 

AND    KEEPS    ON    HAND    ALL    KINDS    OF    OTHER 

coom:i]xo  -A.ivr>   hea-Tiivo   stoves, 

Kanges,    Furnaces,    Orates,    Trimmiiigs,    etc.,    etc. 


S.     FA.  RES, 


m.  a  and  n  W,  FUtli  St.,  near  Walnut, 


CINCINNATI,   O. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  06609  078  6 
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